1781-3.1     THE  PEACE WITH AMERICA
once referred the proposal to his colleagues, only rejected by the official Whigs. Pour of Rocking)) decided friends in the Cabinet Fox, the Duke of Lord John Cavendish, and Admiral Keppel dem; the Duke of Portland should IK* Prime Minister proposal was doubly objectionable1; first, because th then appeared from his conduct at Dublin Castle, insight and no strength of character; secondly, becau posal itself was scarcely constitutional; for the King still has, the right to select his Prime Minister. Ni Shelburne consented tu refer the pro{>osal to t»eor^» emphatically rejcctetl it. Thcrcupoii I»V»x and I Cavendish resigned; Shelhurne mulerttiok to furm ai tration and offered the Chamrdlorshj'i* of the ] vacated by Lord John Cavendish, tu William Pitt, accepted it,
The other chief changes were that Thomas Towns to become Lord Sydney} took the- Secretaryship of by Shelburne, while F»«x w,f« MUicrdrd as Se«-rrt.iry i Affairs by l.tn'd (iranthaitt, and tht; Uuke ot Port Lieutenant of Ireland, by Karl Temple. Jhukr am marked their attachment t*i the \Vhi};% by re-.i^nif»^ urdinate office-.. It w,r» in f'.u e t»j able, rSotjurnt, and e men like these that Pitt twuk up the burden uf" o with the virtual leadership t*f the Huu-sr of age tif twenty threr,
Thr fiuiduct of KMX awl hr< friemln in fc hotly arrai^neii. A debate on their action w voting ^ /.'^,.^H> a year to C«»l»mel Harre turnrti mainly nn (juention (gth July]. Fox, C.OIHCIMU'* that lianc"'. {« a blot on Mini*»ter«« who had |«.nrd ;»•* t:ti;smpii»n*i o retorted fiercely on hh critic-*, «lrrl*iri$i|j .Shelburne «tlir ttruttlr   itiiitiiit l»dl-r a nt»,itr   111 lS
